
phone system which will 

provide improved service 

to callers.  Again, we are 

grateful to each parent or 

guardian for entrusting 

their student to us.  We 

welcome your feed-

back.  Until next time… 

Charisse Beach  

Welcome Back!  On behalf 

of the Premier staff, we are 

pleased to announce that 

our doors have opened 

and we look forward to 

another opportunity to 

make a positive difference 

in students’ lives.  We sin-

cerely hope that this sum-

mer brought families 

closer together and sent 

hardships far away.   

With that said, our pro-

gram has undergone some 

exciting changes.  New 

this year, students will 

change classes at least 

once each day.  For exam-

ple, students will work on 

Math and Science classes 

in one room and English 

and Social Studies in an-

other.  We believe that 

teachers assisting students 

in their area(s) of expertise 

will help improve teach-

ing and learning and in-

crease student achieve-

ment.    

Last spring, we piloted 

teaching P.E. twice a week 

instead of once a week.  It 

proved to be a big hit with 

our students and it pro-

vides them with an addi-

tional opportunity to ob-

tain P.E. credits. 

Finally, Premier has re-

cently implemented a new 

Beach Beat 

A Word From The Executive Director  

Thanks to you, Premier Academy is 

well on its way to providing your 

child a solid high school education 

this school year.  As you well know, 

the State of Illinois is experiencing 

some challenging financial issues.  

Unfortunately, the State is deep into 

debt and the General Assembly was 

unable to agree upon new revenue 

for badly needed services.  Premier 

Academy is 100% funded with reve-

nue from the Illinois State Board of 

Education.  As a result our Gover-

nor was forced to cut our two 

grants to 70% and 50% of last yearõs 

allocation.  With your help, and at 

the last minute, we were able to 

convince him to restore funding to 

90% of last yearõs allocation.  State-

wide, that was around $12 million. 

Unfortunately, the State of Illinoisõ 

financial picture is still very bad.  

The Governor may again be forced 

to cut additional money if the Gen-

eral Assembly does not find addi-

tional revenue by January.   

 

Thatõs where you can help.  Please 

continue to let your legislators and 

Governor know how important the 

Regional Safe Schools Program and 

the Truants Alternative School 

Program is to your childõs educa-

tion.  Your voice is extremely im-

portant to them.  They really care 

about your children and want to 

hear about programs that are meet-

ing their needs.  Also, if we think 

that cuts are coming, we will call 

you to provide their phone numbers 

and e-mail addresses. 

In the mean time, we are excited 

about working with your sons and 

daughters to provide the academic 

and support services they need to 

successfully complete their secon-

dary education.      -Jeff May 
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Students getting ready for an-

other GREAT year at Premier 

Academy.  



The monthly Premier Academy High School -Joliet newsletter is 

not only about all of the exciting things happening at the school, it 

is about all of the exciting things happening with YOU the stu-

dents of Premier! This year, we are opening the newsletter up to 

have student participation. We will be including student articles 

and student illustrations throughout the school year. If you are in-

terested, please speak to your teacher and they will give you the 

information you need.  

As always, we are here to highlight your amazing talents in a 

school friendly way. So, all possible submissions will be screened 

and chosen based on appropriateness.  

**Attention All Premier Students**  

Student Advocacy 

the community coming 

into the school to do 

support groups with the 

students on a variety of 

topics. When your stu-

dent brings home papers 

to be signed for him/her 

to participate in a group, 

please get the papers 

back to school as soon as 

possible.! Also, if your 

student is in need of 

other services that are 

not provided here at Pre-

mier, we will be referring 

your student to outside 

sources.   

We both look forward to 

working with you and 

your children. 

Hello!  Ms. Melissa and 

Ms. Fina, the Student Ad-

vocacy Department, 

would like to welcome all 

students and their fami-

lies to the 2009-2010 

school year.    

It is going to be an excit-

ing new year with outside 

service providers from 

"Treat people 

as if they were 

what they 

ought to be and 

you help them 

become what 

they are 

capable of 

becoming."  

-Goethe 
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Premier Academy High 

School-Joliet is pleased to 
welcome students back for 

another year! 



 

NAME: Henry Kopeika 

 

Position at ESN/Premier:  

Technical Support Specialist 

I service computers and take care 
of all computer networking needs 
for ESN. 

 

Years of Service: 10 

 

Thoughts and Feelings about 
Premier Academy High 
School-Joliet: 

Being a former student of Premier 
Academy High School-Joliet,  I can 
honestly say that if you apply 
yourself,  this program is great. It 
allows you to get back on the right 
track. In all, Premier Academy is 
great opportunity for second 
chances. 

 

Someone You Should Know  

Teachers Talk: TAOEP 
is beginning to schedule a vari-

ety of speakers for the students 
in the program this year. Also, 

she is working hard to begin 
fundraisers for the TAOEP in 

order to help create atten-
dance incentives for our stu-

dents. The fundraisers will be 
open to the parents to partici-

pate and more information on 
these opportunities will be 

announced in future newslet-

ters. 

  Finally, the TAOEP and the 
rest of the Premier Academy 

High School-Joliet staff are 

pleased to welcome a new staff 
member to our family. Mr. 

Victor Green started with us at 
the beginning of the school 

year and has been a huge asset 
in working with our TAOEP 

students and our Senior stu-

dents.  

  We are all so pleased to be 
returning to Premier this fall 

and wish everyone an amazing 

year! 

The TAOEP Room 

The school year 

is off to a great 
start with many 

students return-
ing to the Truantsõ Alternative 

and Optional Education Pro-
gram. Most of our returning 

students are seniors this year 
and I am proud to say they 

have all brought a determina-
tion to graduate upon reenter-

ing the building!  

  There are many exciting 

things awaiting the students of 
the TAOEP this year. Ms. Fina 

òLook inside to 

find out where 

youõre going, 

and itõs better 

to do it before 

you get out of 

high school .ó 

-Prince 
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New Students hard at work 

in the transition room. 

Henry Kopeika  

Transition News                                          By Mrs. Metz  
The 2009-2010 school year at Premier Academy has already seen its first group of transition stu-

dents.  We started the year off with a great group of 15 students from various different high schools, 
who came in eager and ready to learn.  These 15 young men and women quickly became accustomed 

to our program and are well on their way to completing their first classes. 

 

All incoming Premier students spend their first week of school in the transition room, where they 
learn of the rules, become skilled at the computer programs, and acclimate to the change of environ-

ment.  We do all we can to ensure that students get everything necessary to be successful both at 
Premier and at their home schools, should they return.  We are pleased this year to have new testing 

software to better evaluate our studentsõ needs.  We also have a day dedicated to student support, 
where Ms. Melissa spends time getting to know our new students and their unique situations. 

 
We hope that the new changes foster positive growth in every student we welcome to Premier and 

give all students a second chance to be successful in their high school careers.  As the Intake and 

Transition Specialist, I look forward to all the new faces yet to come and am hopeful for a great year! 



 

Weõre on the Web! 
http://

www.educationservicen

etwork.com/index.shtml  

Jennifer Bertino -

Tarrant, Ed.D.  
Will County Regional  

Superintendant 

 

Paul R. Nordstrom  
Grundy County Regional  

Superintendant 

 

Jeffery May 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

Charisse Beach 
Principal 

 

Quinn Adamowski  
Curriculum and Assessment 
 

Rick Roehr  
Student Advisor 

I. Program:   Regional Safe 

Schools of Grundy, Kendall, 

and Will Counties 

II. Purpose:  To provide an 

alternative education for at-

risk high school students 

III. Goals:   

1. To promote a structured 

yet nurturing environment 

2. To implement a comprehen-

sive individual learning plan 

for each student 

3. To incorporate student sup-

port services 

4. To provide students with a 

successful transition back 

into their respective home-

schools and communities 

Edited and Produced by Jessica Fonseca, Joannie Johnston, and Tryniti Metz. Articles by Charisse 

Beach, Jeff May, Jessica Fonseca, Melissa Chovan, Tryniti Metz, and Henry Kopeika. Student illus-

tration by Victor Cerda.  
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